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September is National 
Kinship Care Month 
and we celebrate YOU! 

 

 

Save the Date:  Saturday, October 28th 

 
We will celebrate you with GRANDD Day! 
Thanks to Joncey Lee at Operation Hope who is  
spearheading a day to celebrate you!  Several charities 
will come together to provide a fun day of activities for 
grandparents and grandchildren and donations for the  
whole family including food, clothing and household   
items.  Bring the kids or come alone, but save the date to be

    celebrated and pampered.  More information to follow. 

GRANDDS and KIDS Evening Support 

Join us for an Evening Support Group for Grandparents 
Raising Grandchildren with Special Needs & Children’s 
Support Group 

 

Monday, September 18th, 2017 from 6-8pm 
Please note date change for this month only 
 
Theme:  Housing Options 

 
Metropolitan Library Branch of Atlanta/Fulton  
1332 Metropolitan Pkwy SW, Atlanta, GA 30310 

All are invited to attend an evening support group for grandparents 
raising grandchildren with special needs and separate support 
groups for children aged 8-18. Childcare will be provided for 
children under 8. You must RSVP. 
Register to attend by email to lauraw@isdd-home.org or 
call 404-310-8129 by 8/25 with the ages of children 
attending. 

 

SEPTEMBER 

SUPPORT 
GROUP 

 
Plan to attend:   

Tuesday, 
September 19th 

10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
     

Helene Mills Senior 
Multipurpose 

Center Activities 
Room 

515 John Wesley 
Dobbs Ave Atlanta GA 

30312 
 

This month’s theme will be: 
Housing Options 

 
We will have a speaker 

from Habitat for 
Humanity and also 

from one or more of 
the Housing 
Authorities. 

 
Bus Route to Helene Mills: 

From 5 POINTS STATION, 
take 

#113 Auburn Ave. (get off at 
the Center) or King Memorial 
#99/North Avenue Station 
 
Upcoming Support 
Group Meetings: 
Tuesday, October 17th 10am 
Monday, October 23rd 6-8pm 
Tuesday, November 21st 10am             
Monday, November 27th 6-8pm  

mailto:lauraw@isdd-home.org


Need Help? 
Contact Us 

 
ISDD OFFICE 

750 Hammond Drive, Bldg. 1, Suite 100 

Atlanta, GA  30328 

404-303-5126 office 

404-600-3332 Rainie Jueschke, Executive Dir. 

rainiej@isdd-home.org 

 

404-310-8129  Laura Wells, Program Director 

lauraw@isdd-home.org 

 

678-468-4544  Sherri Feliccia, Case Manager 

sherrif@isdd-home.org 

Please welcome Sherri Feliccia to Project GRANDD! 
 

 
Hi, my name is Sherri Feliccia and I'm pleased to be the new 
social work case manager for Project GRANDD.  As a single 
parent of two teenagers, one of whom has high functioning 
autism, I hope I can bring some understanding from my 
experience to support all of the amazing grandparents in 
our program.  Prior to staying home for a number of years 
to raise my kids, I worked as a case manager in county 
senior services, as well as a social worker in a nursing 
home. I have a bachelor's degree in social work and am 
currently starting my master’s degree in Gerontology (the 
study of aging). I am originally from Pennsylvania and have 
lived in Roswell, GA for 9 years. I really like living in 
Georgia. In my spare time I enjoy amateur photography. I 
look forward to meeting and getting to know all of you! 

 

 
 

Project 
GRANDD’s 
Adopt a 
Grandparent 
Christmas 
Program 
 

Project GRANDD has 
been growing by leaps 
and bounds.  As a result, this year we are only able to 
sponsor active members of Project GRANDD for 
our Christmas Adopt a Grandparent program.  An 
active member means that you have: 

1) Attended 2 or more meetings of Project 
GRANDD in the past year 

OR 

2) Have had regular case management from a 
Project GRANDD case manager (home visit and 

phone calls) 

All grandparents interested in having 
their family be sponsored please complete 
an application at the September or 
October meetings or email or call Laura to 
request an application. 

  Innovative Solutions for Disadvantage & Disability www.isd d -ho me.or g 2| P a g e

 

mailto:rainiej@isdd-home.org
mailto:rainiej@isdd-home.org
mailto:lauraw@isdd-home.org
mailto:lauraw@isdd-home.org
http://www.isdd-home.org/


KINSHIP CARE MONTH  Written by Priscilla Schell, Board Member of Grandparents 
and Kin Raising Children 

Across the nation, September is Kinship Caregivers Month, a time we recognize those who provide care to a relative’s 
child when their parents are not willing or able to do so. 

Kinship care, aka Relative Care, gives children a sense of family and stability. Child-welfare experts say children fare 
better in kinship care than in foster care. 

Kinship caregivers keep children out of foster care. This saves taxpayers over $6 billion each year. Most kinship 
care arrangements are informal, private arrangements between parents and relative caregivers. Other situations 
arise from involvement with the child welfare system. 

Why are parents unable to care for their children? The opiate epidemic, addiction, poverty, increase in single 
families, family discord, teen pregnancy and mental health problems are reasons for this. 

Although many told me I was crazy, I became a kinship caregiver when my granddaughter came to live with me. She 
joined the estimated 218,000 children in Georgia who live in kinship families, 1,200 of whom live in Fayette County. 
Sixty-nine percent of kinship caregivers are grandparents; 25 percent live below the poverty level. 

In my opinion, Georgia has nothing to boast about when it comes to kinship care. Georgia receives around $70 
million a year from the federal government (Title IV-E of the Social Security Act) to fund foster care. Federal and 
state regulations make kinship caregivers ineligible for these funds unless the family becomes an approved foster 
family for the child. Then the state becomes the legal decision-maker for the child. Giving custody to the state is not 
an option for many caregivers. 

There is a solution. The Guardian Assistance Program, (GAP), part of bill P.L. 110-351 passed in 2008, allows states 
to use Title IV-E funds to provide a subsidy for a child that exits a foster care system to live with a relative who has 
assumed legal guardianship. States must submit an approval plan. So far, 43 states have been approved but not 
Georgia. Georgia has never even submitted an approval plan, leaving hundreds of children stuck in foster care. 

Every year from 2006-2008, “The Care of a Grandchild Act,” a bill providing a monthly subsidy to kinship caregivers 
when the children have not been in foster care, was sent to the legislature. It never passed. The Senate approved it, 
but the House did not, stating reasons like, “We’re rewarding those grandparents … by saying, yeah, you kind of did 
a bad job with your kid but now you can take care of their kids and get paid for it.” 

On the positive side we have The Kinship Navigator Program, a one-stop shop for information and referral services 
to grandparents and other caregivers who are raising a child (see https://dhs.georgia.gov/kinship-navigator-
program). 

Our grandchildren can have emotional, behavioral, and educational issues, most likely from experiencing events that 
are emotionally or stressful to them. Deprivation, abuse, neglect, abandonment, death or incarceration of a parent, 
family discord are some events that can cause changes to the developing brain and cause lifelong physical and 
emotional problems. 

The effects of childhood trauma can be lessened by helping our children feel safe everywhere and the presence of a 
caring, stable caregiver in their lives. Positive relationships with others, especially adults, are paramount. These 
relationships and experiences, not trips to McDonald’s, help to heal the brain. 

Caring for a kinship child requires an enormous supply of energy. Our energy becomes depleted by age, disabilities, single 

parent status, financial limitations, and no respite care. We cannot do this alone. In the absence of significant state and federal 

aid, kinship caregivers turn to our communities for partners to help us reach our goals. 

 



 

RESOURCE CORNER 

  

DHS State of Georgia Kinship Navigators will be celebrating kinship care 
families with a day of pampering for relative caregivers.  Breakfast, self-care 
techniques, massages, lunch, mini makeovers and more. 
  
  

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 20th, 2017 
9 am—2 pm  

The Greater Piney Grove Community  
Development Center  

  1879 Glenwood Ave SE  
ATLANTA, GA 30316 

RSVP: 678-205-0997/ 404-623-6686 
  

 
 
  
  

  Atlanta, GA 30316  
   9 am -  2pm 
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